Gendered embodiment and survival for young people with cystic fibrosis.
In the context of improvements in both longevity and the quality of life for people with chronic disease, this paper takes as its sense of problem the differential life expectancy for young men as against young women suffering from cystic fibrosis. From a qualitative study of the transition to adulthood for young people with the disease, a theory of gendered embodiment is proposed to explain this differential. The social construction of masculinity and femininity as social practices resulted in the former being more conducive to survival than the latter in this case. There were marked differences between the young women and young men in attitudes to: the meaning of life, death, career and body image; all of which affected adherence to medical regimen.